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To honor our Veterans, 

the Hopkinsville-Christian County Public Library  presents 
“FREEDOM ISN’T FREE,” a Memorial Day celebration 

with veterans of America’s wars sharing their first-hand stories, 
and a musical play created by a veteran’s daughter,  

based on his memoirs 
 

 
On Saturday, May 23rd, the public is invited to a free event to hear stories of bravery, friendship, honor, inspiration, and 
service from guest speakers who have lived through war.  
 
Michael Freeland, author of “Blood River to Berlin,” reads from his book and talks about his journey. Michael is a full-
time writer, teacher, and lecturer on the War Years from his perspective as a combat medic on the front lines with the 
82nd Airborne Division in World War II. 
 
Carol Ponder and Robert Kiefer share “My Father’s War” her father’s “story of war, survival, and grace,” underscored 
with music from the era. Carol’s father, Lt. Herschel Ponder, flew P-47 Thunderbolts during World War II in the European 
Theater. After he retired, he wanted his children to understand his war, so he put pen to paper. He titled his memoir 
Ponder Anew: What the Almighty Can Do. Carol and Robert have combined stories from her dad’s memoir and some 
songs into a musical play, and have gone on to perform “My Father’s War” over 80 times in six states. 
 
Patricia Childs sings “Lili Marlene” helping the audience remember what it was like on a Sentimental Journey--stories 
and songs to stir the heart. A singer, producer, and director, Patricia has worked with George C. Scott, Walter Cronkite, 
and others, recording them as they read war stories, as part of the Audio Classics Series for Knowledge Products. 
 
Take a sentimental journey with our heroes who fought for us. Their priceless gift of first-hand memories is free, and 
underscored with vintage songs and poetry.  
 
Come early and bring a friend, and learn things you won’t find recorded in history books.   
 
Many other service and community members will also be there to share their experiences. And there will be uniform 
displays provided by Second Baptist Church. To sign up to tell your story (pre-registration is required) call 270-887-4263 
ext. 7 or email rachellowe@hccpl.org. 
 
#### 
 
“FREEDOM ISN’T FREE,” a Memorial Day celebration 
Hopkinsville-Christian County Public Library, 1101 Bethel Street, Hopkinsville, KY 
Free event, Saturday, May 23rd, 10:00 am-12:00 pm 
 
For more about the event, visit the library’s facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/hopkinsvillechristiancountypubliclibrary 
 
For more about Michael Freeland, visit www.MichaelFreeland-Author.com 
For more about Carol Ponder and Robert Kiefer, visit www.carolandrobert.com 
 
To schedule an interview with Michael, or Carol and Robert, contact Sunny Stephens 
615-478-1369 / BlueSouthTalent@aol.com 
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